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A.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Credits: 4

Hours/Week: 4

Prerequisites (Course discipline/number): None

Co-requisites (Course discipline/number): Basic language skills in English or student’s own language.
MnTC Goals (if any): Goal 8/Global Perspectives.
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This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of Arabic, including culture as well as speaking, reading and writing in a
cultural context. Conversation, audio and video materials, short readings, computer work, field trips, and cultural topics
are all a part of this course. This course is for students with very little or no previous experience with the Arabic language.

DATE LAST REVISED (Month, year): November, 2008

OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:
1. Arabic alphabet, numbers, the reading of different types of Arabic scripts and awareness of different Arabic
dialects which influence relations of the different Arabic states between themselves and with other states.
2. Basic grammar, including verbs, structuring of Arabic sentences, agreement of nouns and adjectives, etc.
3. Historic and cultural aspects of topics such as:
a) greetings
b) numbers
) family members
) food
) daily life topics
festivals
customs
) the media
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LEARNING OUTCOMES (GENERAL): The student will be able to:

1. Converse in Arabic about origin, age, residence, family, pets, hobbies, food, and/or daily activities.

2. Converse with a store clerk or restaurant waiter on a simple, culturally appropriate level.

3. Pronounce Arabic correctly.

4. Read and understand short paragraphs within their cultural context.

5. Write on the above topics.

6. Be familiar with aspects of the Arab-speaking cultures sufficiently to explain linguistic, social, cultural and religious
differences from the student’s own culture.

7. Describe how the economic and cultural elements of the diverse Arab-speaking cultures influence relations between

them and other world communities.

LEARNING OUTCOMES (MNTC): Competencies from the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (MNTC):

Goal 8: Global Perspectives: The student will be able to:

1. Describe and analyze political, economic, and cultural elements, which influence relations of states and societies in
their historical and contemporary dimensions.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of cultural, social, religious and linguistic differences.

METHODS FOR EVALUATION OF STUDENT LEARNING:
1. Oraltests

2. Written tests

3.  Written homework

4. Class presentation

SPECIAL INFORMATION (if any): None
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