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UCR Regional Sports Complex 
May 13 - RCTC Nursing Pinning 
May 14 - RCTC Graduation 
May 16 - NAMI Walk for a Cure 
May 16 - Rachel Challenge 
May 17 - RYVA Volleyball Tournament 
 
 
 

CAD Race on Monday 
All are welcome to attend the 4th annual RCTC CAD II 
Pneumatics race. It will be held at Heintz Center in 
room HB117 on Monday May 11th. The race starts at 
10:00 with 5 cars participating.  Hope to see you there. 

~ Pam Benson, CAD II Instructor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Duplicating 
SUMMER Hours 
5/16/09 – 8/24/09 

Monday – Friday 
8:00am – 4:30pm 

 
Saturday 
Closed 

 
 

ART SALE! 
Plan to attend the Art 
Club’s Sale on Tuesday, 
May 12th in the Ceramics 
Studio (AH 200) from 
9:30 AM- 1:00 PM. Come 
by and browse through 
the ceramics pieces, 
photos, and paintings 
that are available for 
purchase. You will find a 
wide variety of work at 
very reasonable prices. 
Proceeds go to fund Art 
Club activities.  Thank 
you to Student Life for 
supporting this event 
and to all the art 
students and art faculty 
who continue to 
generously contribute 
their time and work. 

~ Simon Huelsbeck, Art 
Instructor/Art Club 

Advisor 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Goddard Library has a New Source for News 
NewsBank, one of Goddard Library’s newest article databases,  has complete electronic 
editions of thousands of authoritative U.S. and global news sources including newspapers, 
broadcast transcripts, newswires, video clips, and news blogs.  There is also an easy link to 
Minnesota news including the Rochester Post-Bulletin from 12/14/2006.  To access 
Newsbank,  go to the library homepage www.roch.edu/library 
<http://www.roch.edu/library>  and choose article databases and click on NewsBank. 
 
Service Learning Appreciation Luncheon 
RCTC hosted their second annual Service Learning Appreciation Luncheon with service 
learning community partners, faculty, administration and students in attendance.  Attendees 
heard from faculty on their service learning class experiences and from our community 
partners on how positive an impact our students have with their programs.  Thanks to all for 
another very successful year!  SAVE THE DATE - Next Service Learning Information Fair 
in collaboration with the American Heart Association and RCTC Blood Drive will be 
August 31, 11 AM - 1 PM in the Atrium!  Theme: Have A Heart 

~ Lynn Guenette & Colleen Landherr-Maddox 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Condolences 
Condolences are extended to Karen Mills (Surgical Technology Instructor) whose mother-
in-law, Karen Mills, passed away on May 2.  Condolences are also extended to Bob Ekstam 
(counselor) whose mother, Marillie Ekstam, passed away on Monday, May 4.  Our thoughts 
are with Karen, Bob and their families. 



3 May 11, 2009 
 
 

 

 

 
Conference committees and floor votes are the focus at the Capitol with two weeks remaining until 
the adjournment of the regular legislative session May 18.  Spending bills face a deadline of midnight 
Thursday for passage by conference committees.   Huge budget differences remain between the 
Governor and DFL leadership in some significant areas including taxes, health and human services, 
K-12 and higher education.   Governor Tim Pawlenty says he will veto any bill that raises general 
fund taxes.   The MnSCU HEAPR request, vetoed projects from last session (including the RCTC 
project), and the "Green Pipes" initiative remain in the latest version of the Capital Bonding bill.   It's 
expected that conferees will finalize a bonding bill and move it to the floor of the House and Senate 
yet this week.   Then, it's on to the Governor for his signature or a veto. 

 
I realize how crazy busy things are for all of you as the semester winds to a close.   This is the one time of the year when I would appreciate 
having a clone.   There are so many exciting initiatives to celebrate and events to attend that one is forced to pick and choose.   In the last few 
days it's been fun to be a part of the Student Support Services Shining Stars program, Service/Community Learning recognition luncheon, Mu 
Alpha Theta (Honorary Math Society) induction ceremony, Retirees Recognition Reception, PTK induction ceremony, Scholarship Night, and 
more.   There are so many wonderful things to celebrate at RCTC and I appreciate you finding the time to recognize the achievements of our 
students, faculty, and staff. 
 
Our students and I would like to see all of you at next Thursday evening's Commencement.   If you're an annual participant...thank you.   If 
you've never attended before, I encourage you to attend and celebrate in our students' tremendous accomplishment.   This year, David Olson, 
Chair of the MnSCU Board of Trustees will be bringing greetings from the Office of the Chancellor and Board, and Shamil Mirzoev, RCTC 
student extraordinaire, will be the keynote speaker.   The Planning Task Force has done a great job streamlining the program and yet finding a 
way to give every graduate their much-deserved special moment at center stage.  I hope to see you at the pre-Commencement reception in the 
All-American Room and then at graduation. 
 
Shamil Mirzoev, Past-President of the Phi Theta Kappa Omicron Chapter and International Vice President, has been recognized as a Jack Kent 
Cooke Foundation scholarship recipient.   Each year the Foundation works to identify the best community college students in the nation 
(approximately 50) and awards them up to $30,000 per year for up to three years, making it the country's largest, most competitive 
undergraduate transfer scholarship.   The award is intended to cover a significant share of the student's educational expenses including tuition, 
living expenses, books and required fees at the nation's most prestigious institutions.   Please congratulate Shamil, RCTC's first-ever Jack Kent 
Cooke award winner! 
 
Congratulations to Lori Halvorson-Wente's "Cambodia Travel Study International Service" program that has been selected to receive a 2008-09 
MnSCU Academic and Student Affairs award for Excellence in Curriculum.   Recipients will be honored with a reception in conjunction with 
the Spring Chief Academic and Student Affairs Officers and Deans meeting at Hennepin Technical College on May 28.   Please congratulate 
Lori on this deserving recognition! 
 
Congratulations to the RCTC math gurus who brought home some significant awards from recent math competition.   Students Ehren Wessel 
and Mark Swatosh captured first and second place respectively in both the Minnesota and Central Region competition.   Joel Amert won the 
fourth place award for both Minnesota and the Central Region.   The strength of the team helped recapture the traveling trophy which again 
resides at RCTC.   And the RCTC team placed 18th in the country.   Best wishes to the team, thanks to Paul Kinion for his leadership, and the 
math faculty for their instruction. 
 
Although we'll be learning more details as the work unfolds, I wanted you to know that the Legislative Audit Commission has selected two 
program evaluation topics that involve the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities.   First, the Commission approved the study requested by 
Board Chair Trustee Olson and Chancellor McCormick and will conduct an objective analysis of the role of the Office of the Chancellor within 
the system. The second study will address state workforce programs.   It will focus primarily on the Minnesota Department of Employment and 
Economic Development, but will consider related activities provided through MnSCU. 
 

Thought for the week... 
The greatest revolution of our generation is the discovery that human beings, by changing the inner 

attitudes of their minds, can change the outer aspects of their lives. — William James, Harvard Psychologist 
 
Stay cool, calm and collected.   These hectic final days of the semester will pass and life will soon slow down.      
 

~ Don 
 

SUPALLA’S SCRIBBLINGS 
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Pre-Construction Meeting 
The Facilities Management Office will be holding 
a pre-construction meeting for anyone who 
would like an update on the Memorial Concrete 
Repair project that will start soon after 
graduation.  Meeting will be in AT102 at 10:30am 
on May 14th 2009. 

 ~ Steve Monson, 
Director of Facilities, Safety & Security 

 

Congratulations May Best Bee! 
Please join the Recognition Committee in congratulating Judy 
Kingsbury for being selected RCTC Best Bee for the month of 
May.  Judy serves in the position of Executive Assistant to 
President Supalla and has been employed at RCTC since 1981.  
Here is what Judy’s nominator had to say about why she should be 
considered for the Best Bee Award:  Judy Kingsbury represents 
RCTC at its best- she is continuously looking for ways to improve 
processes and procedures.  She always handles herself in a friendly, 
positive and professional manner. She is a wealth of information 
and a “go to” resource.  Judy is a good representative and role 
model to individuals within RCTC and to the outside public.  Judy 
demonstrates commitment to RCTC’s values in the following ways:  
Innovation:  Judy encourages, supports and continuously looks for 
new ways to streamline processes and reduce steps needed to get 
things done.  Excellence:  She is dedicated to her job and RCTC.  
Fun:  While always professional, Judy also know how to have fun 
on the job and encourages others to do so.  Learner-Centered:  
Judy is always looking for better ways to get things done.  She is 
open to changing processes and learning new things.  Respect:  
Judy shows the utmost respect to everyone that she comes in 
contact with and handles herself in a professional manner at all 
times.  Teamwork:  This individual promotes teamwork in all 
aspects of her job.  Judy does not limit this to actual teams that his 
is a member of.  She treats all as a team member encompassing the 
RCTC spirit.  As Best Bee, Judy will receive the employee of the 
month parking space for the month of May.  Congratulations to 
Judy!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Employee News 
Congratulations to Kellie and Gerald Becker (General 
Maintenance Worker) on the addition of a daughter to 
their family.  Kellie and Jerry are in the final stages of 
officially completed adoption paperwork for Brittney to 
become a member of the Becker family.  Brittney is 17 
years old and is originally from South St. Paul.  We wish 
you the best with the addition to your family!  
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Summer is almost here! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Campus Quality Survey 
With spring semester coming to a close, it is time to administer our annual RCTC Campus 
Quality Survey.  Your feedback counts, and your honest responses are important in gauging 
RCTC's strengths and opportunities for improvement; not to mention it supports the college's 
AQIP accreditation and continuous improvement activities.  The success of the survey will 
depend on your willingness to take a few minutes to respond.  Administration is interested in 
your feedback, complimentary and constructive; building on areas of strength and working to 
improve areas of opportunity.  All responses are completely confidential. The survey should 
only take 15 minutes, so please complete the survey by Friday, May 29.   To begin the survey 
click on the link below or copy it into your web browser: 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB22958FWFX3Y 
 
Thank you for your participation in this important survey, and I wish you all the best as we 
close out the 2008-09 academic year!  

 ~ Don Supalla 
 
 
 
 

CROSSINGS CLASSIFIEDS 
GIVE AWAY:   Two puppies looking for a good home. Sire is a black lab, golden retriever, 
catahoula cross.  Dam is an Australian shepherd.  They’ve been raised outside, around children 
and farm animals, and show an interest in herding and guarding gates.  For more info call 
Stacey York at 507-272-6401. 
 
COMMUNITY EVENT:  Each year, the American Business Women’s Association Rochester 
Charter Chapter awards scholarships to students in Southeast Minnesota to enable them to 
continue their education.  This year, we are offering a $2000 and a $1000 scholarship to area 
students.  One of the fundraisers is an annual golf tournament.  CLICK HERE for the golf 
team sign-up for the 11th annual ABWA Golf Tournament on June 17th, 2009 at Willow 
Creek.   Registrations can be sent to Rose Conway, x7260. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 




