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Upcoming Events 
 Upcoming Events at the Regional Sports Center 
Dec 2 - Crossroads College Basketball Game 
Dec 3 - IBM Lego Robotics   
Dec 6 - Rochester Duals Wrestling 
 
 
Fitness Center Hours 
The Fitness Center will close at 5pm on Wednesday, 
November 26th and will re-open on Monday, December 
1st at 9am.  See you all after the Thanksgiving break! 
 
 
   

 
Last  Ganza 
Our last Ganza session for 
the year will be held on 
December 9 at 1:00 in 
Coffman 206-08.  Our 
speaker will be Larry 
Edmonson, Olmsted County 
Epidemiologist, and his 
topic will be “Bugs and 
Germs, Germs and Bugs:  
Should Students Be 
Concerned?” 

 
CLICK HERE to view flier.  
Please bring a class and/or 
encourage your students to 
attend.   

~ Julie Rodakowski 
 
 
 

HS Visit Recap 
45 schools visited 
163 students seen 

~  Shannon Schell 
 

 
RCTC Football Sale 
Need some holiday 
shopping ideas?  RCTC 
Football is selling:  
discount cards - $10; 
hooded sweatshirts - $30; 
crew sweatshirts - $25; t-
shirts - $12; baseball hats - 
$15; long-sleeved t-shirts - 
$16; stocking caps - $12; 
polo shirts - $30; replica 
jersey - $40; used game 
jersey - $25; bumper 
stickers - $5.  Contact Brad 
LaPlante at 280-2855. 

 
 
 

 
 

Goodbye Bumper Stickers! 
Instead of a having a bumper sticker that says “I’m Proud of my Honor Student” how about 
leaving a legacy for students and the environment by taking a scholarly approach to the 
celebration of success by planting a tree. Phi Theta Kappa has been a chartered organization at 
Rochester Community & Technical College since 1928 and has been promoting academic 
excellence by recognizing students who have achieved success in the classroom.  In tribute of 
our Honor Society’s eightieth year of existence in the Rochester community and in the spirit of 
creating a sustainable campus we have begun planting trees on campus. The first eight trees 
that have been planted represent each decade that we have had an Honor Society on our 
campus. Those trees were planted in the north east corner of campus by the intersection of 
East Circle Drive and Collegeview Road. The goal of this project is to honor the academic 
success of our students by planting one tree for each year of the honor society’s existence in 
Rochester.  To reach our goal we would graciously accept donations toward the planting of 
eighty trees on campus to celebrate academic achievement at our college. The students of Phi 
Theta Kappa would like to thank the Facilities and Grounds department of RCTC for their 
donation of the first eight trees to kick off our celebration of academic success. Please contact 
Allan O’Bryan at Allan.Obryan@roch.edu for information about donating to Phi Theta 
Kappa’s celebration of academic excellence.  

~ Peter Moehnke, PTK

 

Crossings Classifieds 
FOR SALE:  Honda Accord for sale.  Click HERE for details.  Robert B. Ekstam, x7263. 
 
 

Guatemala Trip 
The Guatemala Trip is open for registration! If you are interested in coming to Guatemala, 
please let me know – and if you could pass this note along to your contacts, students, 
friends, etc. I would appreciate it. Also – as noted below – we once again have Guatemalan 
Organic Coffee and Crafts for sale – socially conscious gifts make great presents for the 
holiday season! Your gift will help others in Guatemala.  See the attachments on the front 
of this week’s Crossings. 

~ Lillyam Arroyave 
 

World AIDS Day Presentation 
In recognition of the 20th Annual World AIDS Day, Rochester Professional AIDS Network 
(PAN) and  RCTC Student Health Services present:  FFrroomm  AA  ttoo  ZZ::  AA  SSttoorryy  ooff  FFrriieennddsshhiipp,,  
EEmmppoowweerrmmeenntt  &&  HHooppee.  All are invited to join Amanda Martin, Human Services 
Representative of Hennepin County and Steve Patton, Rochester Native, as they share 
stories of friendship, empowerment, and hope.  Following the presentation, Rev. Nancy 
Horvath-Zurn will lead a vigil of recognition and remembrance.  Join us on Monday, 
December 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Hill Theatre.  All are welcome to attend! 

~ Katie Swegarden BSN, RN 
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After extended debate, on Wednesday the MnSCU Board of Trustees approved a legislative budget 
request that seeks a $71.7 million increase for the 2010-2011 biennium – the lowest biennial budget 
request in the system’s 13-year history.  “This request recognizes that the state faces a daunting 
economic downturn,” said David Olson, who chairs the Board of Trustees.  In September, the board 
began considering a request to the Minnesota Legislature that would have increased the system’s state 
appropriation by $126.7 million, an amount that included initiatives to help lower tuition for part-time 
students and expand capacity for bachelor’s degrees in the metropolitan area, among other things.  
The request approved by the board assumes tuition increases of 3 percent a year at the state 

universities and 2 percent a year at the state colleges if the request is fully funded.  But Tom Renier, who chairs the board’s Finance and 
Facilities Committee, said, “We know this is a tough time to be raising costs to the students.  But with the current uncertainty of the state 
budget, it would be unwise to lock us into a certain tuition increase until after the Legislature acts.”  Stay tuned. 
 
Governor Pawlenty made the University Center the first of five press conference stops to unveil this online learning initiative.  The Governor 
and MnSCU Board Chair David Olson announced a goal to have 25 percent of all system credits earned through online courses by 2015.  In the 
last academic year, 9.2 percent of all credits at MnSCU colleges and universities were delivered through online courses.  Approximately 66,000 
students, or 26 percent of all credit MnSCU students, were enrolled in at least one online course.  MnSCU also delivers thousands of additional 
hybrid courses using a combination of online and face-to-face delivery methods.  Governor Pawlenty praised RCTC for being an online 
education leader, this year delivering 17.4 percent of credits online, almost twice the system average.  Thanks to the many faculty and staff 
pioneers who have innovated to adapt on-ground courses to an online delivery method. 
 
Congratulations to 53 RCTC students who were inducted into the Omicron Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa!  The RCTC chapter of this 
international two-year college academic honor society is Minnesota’s oldest, having been chartered in 1928.  Following music from Teresa 
Tolmie, congratulatory remarks from a number of college representatives, a keynote presentation from representatives from Central Illinois 
College, the formal induction ceremony and closing song, the new inductees joined family, friends and staff at a reception.  Allan O’Bryan 
advises the Omicron Chapter. 
 
RCTC’s was very well represented at the EGL/International Education Conference at Metro State University this week.  Lillyam Arroyave 
shared a display of RCTC study abroad programs at the opening reception.  Darlene Voeltz, Jean Marconett presented a session on their 
Tanzania experience, Lillyam shared a presentation on our Guatemala program and Lori Halverson Wente shared our Cambodia study abroad 
opportunity.  Barb Mollberg, dean responsible for coordinating international studies, noted that RCTC had the most conference representatives 
from a single campus. 
 
On November 14, the Institute for Higher Education Policy released a study report revealing multiple reasons why high-achieving students fail 
to pursue postsecondary education.  Despite being academically qualified, many of the nation’s high school students face influential 
misconceptions and barriers that deter them from pursuing a college education.  Some challenges deterring college-qualified students from 
enrolling may include mixed messages about academic preparation, financial concerns, poor understanding of admission and financial aid 
application processes, and limited community engagement.  The study found these leading reasons why college-qualified students do not enroll 
in college: 

 High cost of higher education and the lack of financial aid 
 Lack of knowledge in how to take the necessary steps to enroll in college 
 Belief that if they attended college, they would forgo wages or lack time needed for family obligations 

The full report, Promise Lost:  College-Qualified Students Who Don’t Enroll in College, is available for download on IHEP’s Web site at 
http://www.ihep.org. 
 
Of the many surveys that track green campus efforts, the National Wildlife Federation’s Campus Environment Report Card is the largest.  More 
than one-quarter of all U.S. higher education institutions participated in the 2008 survey.  Although there are some positive trends involving 
energy conservation, curriculum continues to lag behind leadership and operations when it comes to a focus on sustainability.  A campus 
environment report card noted water efficiency upgrades = A, protecting natural habitats = C+, landscaping = B-, environmental education = C, 
recycling = A and energy efficiency and conservation = B+.  Suggestions in the report, available at http://www.nwf.org include special carpool 
parking, free transit passes, and easy access to bikes. 
 

Thought for the Week…History has demonstrated that the most notable winners usually encountered heartbreaking  
Obstacles before they triumphed.  They won because they refused to become discouraged by their defeats.  --  B. C. Forbes 

 
Enjoy the four-day weekend with rest, relaxation and friends.  Happy Thanksgiving!        

~ Don 
 

SUPALLA’S SCRIBBLINGS 
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Martial Arts Club 
RCTC Martial Arts Club meets  
Tuesdays 7:00 to 9:00 PM and Thursdays 
for open training from 8:00-10:00 PM in 
SC108 (the Wrestling Room).  Learn 
kickboxing, jiujitsu, and more.  No 
experience needed.  Come train with us  
for a month and get a FREE t-shirt! 
 

 

 

 
RMDS Annual Fashion Show 
Join the Retail Merchandising Program  for their Annual Fashion show November 30th at 1 & 3 p.m.  "Home for the Holidays" 
Fashion Show takes place at Hiawatha Homes Foundations' Festival of Trees. (Mayo Civic Center).  Come and see the latest holiday 
fashion trends and savor one last chance to feel the sights and sounds of the holiday seasons amongst the trees.  A flier is attached to 
this week’s Crossings. 

~ Shannon Corcoran 
Retail Merchandising Program Leader 
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Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

RAHTS Club Benefit Drive for Paws and Claws 
The Veterinary Technology Program’s student club (the RAHTS Club) is 
sponsoring a pet supply drive for the benefit of the Paws and Claws Humane 
Society here in Rochester. The drive will begin on Monday, November 24 and 
continue through Tuesday, December 9. Collection bins will be located in the 
atrium area on the main campus and in the commons area of the Heintz Center. 
Specific items needed are: 

‐ Iams brand puppy or adult dog food 
‐ Purina brand kitten or cat food 
‐ Clay cat litter 
‐ Old towels and blankets 
‐ Paper towels 
‐ Bleach 
‐ Monetary donations (sent directly to Paws and Claws) 

Thank you in advance for your support of the animals in need (and the RAHTS 
Club)! 

~ Dr. Layne Daniels, DVM - RAHTS Club advisor 

As requested by many of you - following is 
information for the 2009 Camp Invention 
offerings here at RCTC Heintz Center.   
 
Early registration discount - CAMP 
INVENTION.  Anyone who registers online 
before January 28th will receive a $30 
discount, so the final price for that promotion 
will be $185.  The sponsor price will be $190 
after January 28th for the rest of the season. 
  
June 9-15 - Explore curriculum 
Wild Blue Y’Under 
Tape Me to Your Leader 
Solve It: The Missing Inventor’s Log 
I Can Invent: Fantasy Inventions & 
Complicated Machines II Recess Remix 
  
June 22-26 - Discover curriculum 
Comic Book Science: FlyJack and Jill 
Viking Treasure Trek: The Quest Begins 
Land Sled X-Treme 
I Can Invent: Fantasy Inventions & 
Complicated Machines II Recess Remix 
  
Find more details about the curriculum on our 
website, http://www.invent.org. 

~ Colleen Landherr Maddox 


