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Service learning combines service objectives with learning objectives 

with the intent that the activity changes both the recipient and the 

provider of the service.  This is accomplished by combining service 

tasks with structured opportunities that link the task to self-reflection, 

self-discovery, and the acquisition and comprehension of values, skills, 

and knowledge content.   
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Following is a list of non-profit agencies that have agreed to enter into a 

Service Learning Contract with Rochester Community and Technical 

College students as part of their academic requirements.  This is in no way 

an all-inclusive, final product.  Additional agencies will continue to be 

sought, new ones will be added and current partner information will be 

updated on a regular basis.   

 

 

ABC (Ability Building Cente r)  
Contact: Wes Brandenburger 

wesb@abcinc.org 

Phone: 535-7103 

wesb@abcinc.org 

Service Learning Opportunities:  direct service to clients, recreational 

activities 

ABC works to improve the quality of life in Southern Minnesota by 

providing rehabilitation and employment services for persons with 

disabilities and other special needs.  They provide contracted services to 

local businesses either within the main ABC site or in the community.  

Hours are 8:00 AM ï 4:30 PM, M-F with a variety of opportunities for 

volunteers.  Background checks are required before working with clients. 

 

 

Adaptive Rec. Program   
Contact: Karen Meyer 

Phone: 328-2539 

kmeyer@rochestermn.gov 

www.rochestermn.gov 

Service Learning Opportunities: provide assistance & supervision to 

persons with special needs during activities such as swimming, arts, crafts, 

sports, dances, etc. 

The Adaptive Recreation program is sponsored by the Parks & Recreation 

department and is  a year-round therapeutic sports & leisure program for 

persons 3 years and older with developmental disabilities offering a 

variety of activities designed and adapted to address the social, cognitive, 

 

 

 

mailto:wesb@abcinc.org
mailto:wesb@abcinc.org
mailto:kmeyer@rochestermn.gov
http://www.rochestermn.gov/
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and physical needs of participants with disabilities.  Our program offers a 

non-intrusive setting in which participants of all ability levels are 

encouraged to become involved in lifelong skills   

  

American Heart Association 
Contact: Debbie Eddy 

Phone: 507-356-2805 

debbie.eddy@heart.org 

www.americanheart.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: Rochester Heart Walk, Rochester Go 

Red for Women Luncheon, fundraising, conduct blood pressure and bmiôs, 

mailings, etc. 

 

Arc Southeastern Minnesota 
Contact: Betty Koehler 

Phone: 287-2032 or toll free 888-732-8520 

mail@arcse-mn.org 

www.arcse-mn.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: special events, marketing, grant writing 

 

Assisi Heights 
Contact: Volunteer Coordinator 

Phone: 282-7441 ext 294 

Service Learning Opportunities: Help is needed with programs and 

individual projects such as reading and games.  Flexible times. 

Assisi Heights provides housing, health care and activity programs for 

retired Catholic sisters.   

 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 
Contact: Susan Bertram 

Phone: 287-2798 

sbertram@olmmed.org 

Service Learning Opportunities:  supervised child care,  

community events, direct services to families, data entry,  

marketing 
 

mailto:debbie.eddy@heart.org
http://www.americanheart.org/
mailto:mail@arcse-mn.org
http://www.arcse-mn.org/
mailto:sbertram@olmmed.org
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The purpose of Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is to provide help and services 

to military families during a service personôs deployment and upon their 

reintegration to life after deployment.  We strive to let the community at 

large know that military families need our help and support.   

 

 

Boy Scouts of America 
Contact:  Steve Flynn     

Phone: 287-1410 ext 110 

scouts@gamehavenbsa.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: Volunteer adult leaders at all levels 

Gamehaven Council serves Scouts and Scouters in SE Minnesota 

providing information and support to Scouting programs.   

 

 

Boys and Girls Club of Rochester 
Contact: Sarah Maas 

Phone: 258-0528 or 287-2300 

smaas@bgclubroch.org 

1026 E Center St, Rochester, MN  55904 

Service Learning Opportunities:  Field experience in working with non-

profits and youth. 

Our mission is: To empower all young people, especially those who need 

us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring 

community members.   

The Boys & Girls Club of Rochester is a non-profit youth dedicated 

organization that provides programs, services and activities in five core 

areas: Character and Leadership, Education and Career, Health and Life 

Skills, The Arts, and Sports, Fitness and Recreation. Volunteers are 

needed weekdays after school from 3:00 PM ï 9:00 PM to work with our 

staff Coordinators in the development, implementation and delivery of 

programs in these areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:scouts@gamehavenbsa.org
mailto:smaas@bgclubroch.org
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Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement Program 
Contact:  Mary Alessio, Director of Refugee Resettlement 

Phone: 287-2047 Ext. 24/ Volunteer Opportunities Ext. 22 

malessio@ccwinona.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: Mentoring, Transportation Assistance, 

Tutoring, Assisting with Donations, Clerical Work and Community 

Outreach. (Volunteering Packets are available at our Rochester Office). 

The Refugee Resettlement Program provides direct resettlement for 90 

days/Reunification Cases and 180 days/ ñFree Casesò (those without 

family support), to ensure newly arrived refugees receive the skills needed 

for stability and self-sufficiency. Effective networking and advocating are 

provided so that newcomers are able to integrate into their new 

communities, as soon as possible. Refugees arrive with many gifts and 

skills, as well a great desire to give back to their new communities, but 

initially they need assistance with stabilization.  After years of hardships, 

they arrive in this country with few material possessions.  They are in need 

of assistance in areas of stable housing, medical access, education for 

adults and children, orientations in budgeting/transportation, etc.  Our 

program assists refugees in adjusting to a new culture by offering 

individualized support and case management, so that feelings of despair 

can be replaced with hope and they can begin again. 

 

Channel One Food Shelves 
Contact: Julie Christensen 

Phone: 424-1705 

juliechristensen@channel-one.org 

www.helpingfeed people.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: food shelf workers, data entry 

volunteers, intake workers, other opportunities depending on interest & 

course of study.   

Channel One Food Shelvesô mission is to supply food and nutritional 

information to people in need.   
 

 
 

 

mailto:malessio@ccwinona.org
mailto:juliechristensen@channel-one.org
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Child Care Resource and Referral 
Contact: Kristine Stensland 

424-1550 

KristineS@c2r2.org 

www.c2r2.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: a variety of programs such as Crisis 

Nursery, Head Start and School Readiness. 

Child Care Resource and Referral is a non- profit agency dedicated to 

insuring a positive beginning for all young children and their families.  We 

work hard to ensure that all children have access to a quality, nurturing 

environment by delivering personïtoïperson information, child care 

referrals, and training for parents and child caregivers. 

 

Children of Destiny Programs 
Contact: Pastor Andre Crockett 

269-0525 

pastorcrockettsr@hotmail.com 

www.smacademy.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: tutoring and mentoring 

Sports Mentorship Academyôs mission is to enhance academics, athletics, 

life and leadership skills through sports for middle school youth.  The goal 

is for every student athlete to academically perform at or above grade 

level, be capable of graduating from high school and be academically 

eligible for entry into college.   

 

Christ United Methodist Church Saturday Noon Meals 
Contact:  Linda Curtis          

Phone: 289-1009    

linda.curtis@roch.edu 

lindakitten31@yahoo.com 

400 Fifth Ave SW, Rochester, MN  55902 

Service Learning Opportunities: Help is needed to 1.) cooking and 

serving a meal, 2.) interacting with other volunteers and guests; 3.) new 

understanding and acceptance of persons in need.   

 

 

mailto:KristineS@c2r2.org
http://www.c2r2.org/
mailto:pastorcrockettsr@hotmail.com
http://www.smacademy.org/
mailto:linda.curtis@roch.edu
mailto:lindakitten31@yahoo.com
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This program is 100% funded by donations and volunteers and takes place 

on Saturdays, 9:00 AM ï 1:30 PM.  The Mission is to provide an 

attractively served, nutritious meal in a warm, safe atmosphere for persons 

in need.   

 

Civic League Day Nursery 
Contacts:  Lori Harrison ï SE site 

Phone: 285-7232 

Deb Goretzki ï SW site 

Phone: 282-5368 

cldnse@charterinternet.com 

www.civicleaguedaynursery.org 

Service Learning Opportunities:  working in a nursery school setting, 

providing learning opportunities with children 

Civic League Day Nursery provides quality day care for children, 16 

months -5 year olds. Two site locations: SW Rochester and the RCTC 

campus.  Monday ï Friday, 6:30 AM ï 6:00 PM.   

 

Community Food Response 
Contact:  Marie Alexander 

Phone: 507-993-0787 (cell) 

dcalex@juno.com 

Service Learning Opportunities: bagging food for distribution.  Because 

there are groups of people regularly scheduled, you MUST call and 

reserve a date for service. 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 2:00 PM ï 6:30 

PM.  Re-distribution of restaurant and institutional food to those in need.   

 

Diversity Council               
Contact: Denise Robertson-Quint    
Phone: 282-9951 

deniser@diversitycouncil.org 

www.diversitycouncil.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: web site development, marketing 

(including Google AdWords), classroom assistance or other student 

 

 

 

mailto:cldnse@charterinternet.com
http://www.civicleaguedaynursery.org/
mailto:dcalex@juno.com
mailto:deniser@diversitycouncil.org
http://www.diversitycouncil.org/
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follow-up in K-12 for our Prejudice Reduction Workshops, event 

planning, staffing booths, creating Facebook or MySpace sites, working 

on other Web 2.0 and social networking projects, graphic design, 

communications, grant research, general office help, etc.  Days and hours 

are flexible, depending on the volunteer activity involved, although 

classroom activity will be limited to area K-12 school schedules. 

The Diversity Council welcomes you to partner with us in our mission to 

create an inclusive and welcoming community through education:  

"Inclusive" means EVERYONE, period.  "Welcoming" means all people 

are able to live, work, and thrive in a way that's best for them.  And 

education is the way we reach these goals. 

 

Dorothy Day House 
Contact: Marcy Jensen 

Phone: 282-5172 

703 1st St SW, Rochester, MN 55902 

Service Learning Opportunities: Prepare and serve evening meals.  

Guests are in need of transportation to job interviews and possible housing 

opportunities. 

Dorothy Day Hospitality House is not only for homeless persons seeking 

temporary assistance and shelter in Rochester this facility provides 

temporal sustenance to those who may just be visiting the Mayo Clinic 

and need a place to stay because they cannot afford a hotel. As Dorothy 

Day said, "Need knows no boundaries.ò   Volunteers are co-facilitators for 

one of the most important facilities in Rochester serving the underserved. 

Dorothy Day House receives funding and support entirely from the 

community and does not require assistance from the state or county, a rare 

occurrence as far as social service and human resources go.  

 

Elder Network                
Contact: Laurie Marreel 

Phone:  1-507-285-5272 

lauriem@elder-network.org 

www.elder-network.org 

1130 ½ 7th St. NW, Suite 205, Rochester, MN 55901 

 

 

mailto:lauriem@elder-network.org
http://www.elder-network.org/


 9 

Service Learning Opportunity: Friendly visitor (1-2 hours per week), 

help with fundraisers, help with day program twice a month, 4 hours each; 

students need to have a valid driverôs license; background checks and one 

hour training required; no experience necessary. 

Elder Network empowers older adults to adjust to lifeôs transitions; to live 

life as fully, safely and independently as possible in their chosen 

environment.  Volunteers provide emotional, physical and social support 

to Olmstedôs growing population of seniors who live on fixed incomes, 

have limited support, endure the physical and social limitations that often 

come with advanced age.  Elder Network has been successful with 

enhancing and bettering the lives of seniors by assisting them to live 

independent, fulfilled and meaningful lives, with dignity.   Caregiver 

Respite Volunteers visit with the homebound loved one while the 

Caregiver is away taking care of personal needs such as running errands or 

attending a support group.  This is considered non-medical support.  

Friendly Visitor Volunteers meet weekly with seniors who are looking for 

someone to talk with, play cards, watch a movie or go for a walk.   Many 

times this is the highlight of the older adultôs week!    

 

 

Family Service Rochester 
Contact: Kelli DeCook 

Phone: 328-6426 

Decook.kelli@co.olmsted.mn.us 

www.familyservicerochester.org 

Service Learning Opportunities:  Meals on Wheels, Handiworker 

Services, Time Trader, assist with operational aspects of the Family 

Access Center, i.e. files, organizing playrooms, shadowing with monitor. 

Family Services Rochester Mission: FSR will provide community based 

social services of the highest quality and maintain a commitment to 

excellence in all operational areas. 

Volunteers play a crucial role in our programs and services. There are 

many ways you can become involved in our community by volunteering 

with Family Service Rochester.  

 

 

http://www.familyservicerochester.org/
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Girl Scouts of Minnesota and Wisconsin River Valleys 
Contact: Marlene Jehnke 

Phone:  288-4703       

marlene.jehnke@girlscoutsrv.org  

www.girlscoutsrv.org 

4228 ï 8th St. SW, Rochester, MN  55902 

Service Learning Opportunities: working with girls, age 5-17 in 

traditional troops, after school programs for middle and high school girls, 

sharing hobbies and talents, one-time events.  After-school, evening, and 

weekend hours available. 

The Girl Scouts build girls of courage, confidence, and character who 

make the world a better place.  Make a difference in a girl's life. 

 

Hiawatha Homes, Inc. 
Contact: Don Kittleson 

289-4040; 226-0712 

1820 Valkyrie Dr NW, Rochester, MN  55901 

dkittleson@hiawathahomes.com 

www.hiawathahomes.com 

Service Learning Opportunities: reading, game playing, outdoor 

projects, arts and crafts, Christmas caroling, Festival of Trees 

Hiawatha Homes is dedicated to providing person driven support services 

to individuals and families. Quality support services will be delivered with 

dignity and respect for each person and his or her unique needs.  In 

Olmsted County, Hiawatha's community-based homes provide care for 

people in settings that promote individual growth, development, and 

community inclusion. With a tradition for providing progressive care to 

people of all ages, Hiawatha Homes is devoted to opening doors in the 

community for people to live as independently as possible. 

 

IMAA (Intercultural Mutual Assistance  Association) 
Contact: Kristy Arend 

Phone: 507 289 5960, ext 109 

Kristy.Arend@imaa.net  

www.imaa.net  

 

 

http://www.girlscoutsrv.org/
mailto:dkittleson@hiawathahomes.com
http://www.hiawathahomes.com/
http://www.imaa.net/
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Service Learning Opportunities:  

The organization's three main service areas include bi-lingual employment 

services, health education & advocacy services and interpreting & 

translating services.  

"Empower people of all languages and cultures to overcome the barriers to 

self-sufficiency." IMAA facilitates community connections for those who 

are seeking opportunities for a better life.  IMAA provides culturally and 

linguistically appropriate support services that assist refugees, immigrants, 

and others to gain opportunities for a better life.  IMAA helped refugees 

and immigrants find employment and provided assistance in navigating 

the complex systems of health, language, employment, and social services.   

 

 

Interfaith Youth Core 
Contact: Cheryl Kliewer 

Phone: 261-3699 

cheryl@wiseraccoon.net 

Service Learning Opportunities: Work with youth from all faiths;  

become an interfaith leader who promotes positive, cooperative 

relationships and confronts injustice. 

 

JUNTOS 
Contact:  Lillyam Arroyave 

Phone: 285-7109                  

lillyam.arroyave@roch.edu 

Service Learning Opportunities:   

The Juntos Club is a youth program for Latino students created to support 

children and their families by providing individualized tutoring, 

particularly in math; enrichment activities, community participation 

opportunities, and adult education.  Our program operates by establishing 

collaborations with other community organizations and programs with the 

help of volunteer tutors and mentors.  Juntos meets Saturdays at the Heintz 

Center from 10:00 AMï12:00 PM.   

 

 
 

mailto:cheryl@wiseraccoon.net
mailto:lillyam.arroyave@roch.edu
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KSMQ           
Contact: Pat Stumme 

Phone: 507-433-0819 

Office: 2000 ï 8th Ave NW, Austin, MN  55912 

RCTC office: Endicott Hall 

pstumme@ksmq.org 

www.ksmq.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: Internships and special event volunteer 

opportunities are available for Television Production, Marketing/ 

Promotions and Early Learning Outreach.  Fallôs special projects include 

40th Celebration of Sesame Street and Family Books Event with the 

Rochester Public Library. 

KSMQ uses the power of technology to provide programs and services 

uniquely designed to enhance the quality of life for the people in our 

region: We education. We enrich. We inform. We entertain. 

 

 

NAMI (National Association of the Mentally Ill)  
Contact:  Diana Evans 

Phone: 287-1692 

1700 Broadway Ave N, Suite #104, Rochester, MN   55906 

devans@nami.org 

www.nami-semn.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: office receptionist, answer phones, 

help with mailings, other projects 

NAMI OC is a grassroots non-profit organization comprised of mental 

health consumers, family members and professionals in our community 

who are dedicated to helping improve the lives of those affected by mental 

illness.  We are here to offer support, education, advocacy and hope. We 

strive to be the countyôs voice on mental illness.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pstumme@ksmq.org
http://www.ksmq.org/
mailto:devans@nami.org
http://www.nami-semn.org/
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New Sudan American Hope (NSAH) 
Contact: Benson Giwa 

Phone: 507-361-1626 

2200 ï 2nd St. SW, Suite 100, Rochester, MN  55902 

giwa@newsudanamericanhope.org 

www.newsudanamericanhope.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: working with youth up to age 18. 

Issues and activities include employment, alcohol abuse, respect, 

mentoring, role models, after school athletics.   

New Sudan American Hope helps refugees and immigrants in 

southeastern Minnesota become self-sufficient members of the community 

while honoring cultural identities.   

 

Operation Hometown Gratitude 
Contact: Gary Komanicki 

Phone: 507-261-7566 

Meetings every Tuesday at Mayo High School,  

Room #1-118 (near door #5, 3:30 ï 6:30 PM 

www.rochester.k12.mn.us click on Community; click on Operation 

Hometown Gratitude  

gakomaniecki@rochester.k12.mn.us 

Service Learning Opportunities: assembling packages for troops; 

administrative and public relations;  

Operation Hometown Gratitude (OHG) is a District-wide effort started by 

students of the public high schools in Rochester, Minnesota, to support 

local troops stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. This operation was formed 

to thank our troops for their dedication. OHG will send care packages with 

necessary supplies and everyday home items to troops and will provide 

support for families of the troops. 

 

Planned Parenthood 
Contact:  Erhyn Barthelme 

Phone: 280-1902 

EBarthelme@PPMNS.org 

1202 1/2 7th St NW, Rochester, MN 55901 

 

mailto:giwa@newsudanamericanhope.org
http://www.newsudanamericanhope.org/
http://www.rochester.k12.mn.us/
mailto:gakomaniecki@rochester.k12.mn.us
mailto:EBarthelme@PPMNS.org
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Service Learning Opportunities:  administrative assistance, tracking 

media coverage, educating the community through a variety of events, and 

serving on a Teen Council 

Planned Parenthood health centers offer high-quality sexual and 

reproductive health care and education.   

 

 

 

PossAbilities 
Contact: Vicki Allen     

Phone: 281-6116 ext 207 

1808 ï 3rd Ave SE, Rochester, MN 55904 

vallen@possabilities.org 

www.possabilities.org 

Service Learning Opportunities: help out at one of our six locations in 

Rochester by reading to clientele, playing games, helping with lunch, 

doing crafts or going on a community outing 

PossAbilities of Southern Minnesota is a non-profit agency dedicated to 

providing meaningful work and community opportunities for individuals 

with developmental disabilities.  

 

 

Project Get Outdoors Inc.  
Contact: Sara Grover 

Whitewater State Park 

19041 Highway 74, Altura, MN 55910 

Phone: 507-932-3007 ext. 226 

sara.grover@yahoo.com  

www.mnprojectgetoutdoors.org  

Service Learning Opportunities: mentoring youth (K-5) through after-

school programs that each about the outdoors and nature 

Project Get Outdoorsô mission is to link youth and caring adult volunteers 

to explore, play and reflect on nature in their local communities so youth 

grow to be healthy, comfortable outdoors, knowledgeable, and passionate 

about the land and their community throughout life.    

 

 

mailto:vallen@possabilities.org
http://www.possabilities.org/

