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Course discipline/number/title: ECCE 2250:  Foundations of Language and Literacy 
    
A. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
 1.  Credits: 3 
 2.  Hours/Week: 4 

3.  Prerequisites (Course discipline/number): ENGL 1117 
4.  Other requirements:  None 

 5.  MnTC Goals (if any): NA 
          
B. COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Children learn to talk, read, and write in the early years.  Effective early childhood 

teachers use the language of learning, select meaningful children’s books, tell stories, provide materials that invite 
children to experiment with print, and support dual language learners. This course focuses on language and 
literacy development with an emphasis on promoting early literacy skills, concepts of print, phonemic awareness, 
vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. Students will develop resources, select materials, set up provocations, 
and practice strategies that support language and literacy development of young children. 
 

C. DATE LAST REVISED (Month, year):  February, 2019 
 
D. OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:   

1. Language and literacy development  
2. Conversation, oral language, and vocabulary development  
3. Emergent reading skills and evidence-based reading strategies  
4. Selecting children’s books and Read Alouds 
5. Big Five: Alphabet, Phonics, Rhyme and Alliteration, Print Awareness, and Writing  
6. English Language Learners 

 
E. LEARNING OUTCOMES (GENERAL):  The student will be able to: 

1. Review oral and written language development.  
2. Describe the development of the home language and of English in dual language learners.  
3. Observe and assess children’s emerging language and literacy development.   
4. Examine multi-sensory, constructivist approaches and methods that encourage children’s language and 

literacy development. 
5. Plan, design, and implement a variety of developmentally appropriate learning experiences that support oral 

language, listening, letter recognition, alphabetic principles, phonological awareness, rhyme and alliteration, 
print concepts, and reading. 

6. Plan, design, and implement a variety of developmentally appropriate learning experiences that promote dual 
language development.  

7. Practice evidence-based best practices reading strategies that improve comprehension.  
8. Review a wide range of high-quality engaging texts from various genres and cultures.  
9. Analyze how technology and digital media support language and literacy development and English language 

learners. 
10. Provide support that encourages and motivates families to promote language and literacy in the home. 

 
F. LEARNING OUTCOMES (MNTC):  NA 
 
G. METHODS FOR EVALUATION OF STUDENT LEARNING:  Methods may include but are not limited to:  

1. Class Participation 
2. Language and literacy Performance Exams 
3. Dual language materials and teaching plans  
4. Written Assignments  
5. Course Exams  

 
H. RCTC CORE OUTCOME(S). This course contributes to meeting the following RCTC Core Outcome(s):  
 Critical Thinking. Students will think systematically and explore information thoroughly before accepting or 

formulating a position or conclusion. 
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I. SPECIAL INFORMATION (if any):  None 
 
 


