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The IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) is a tool designed to allow both you as the student and your parent(s) to 
transfer the information that was filed with the IRS back into your FAFSA application. In order to make sure this 
is a successful process, you must know the EXACT address that was used to file the tax return. 
 
Step 1: Go to https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa 
 
Step 2: You will either click ‘Start Here’ or ‘Log In’ depending on if you are a new or returning user. 
 
Step 3: Enter your FSA ID username and password. 
 
Step 4: Click “Make FAFSA Corrections.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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Step 5: Click on the “Parent Financials” tab.  
 

 
 
 

Step 6: Once you have answered the three questions below, you will see on the next page the box that will 
appear to determine whether you can transfer your information from the IRS website. NOTE: This is your 2019 
Federal Tax Return (Not 2020). 
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Step 7: If you are eligible to transfer your information, you will see the message on your screen, click “Link to 
IRS” blue box. 
 

 
 
Step 8: The next screen you will see is indicating that you are leaving FAFSA on the web and going to the IRS 
website. Click the “Proceed to IRS Site” button.  
 

 
 

Step 9: You will receive a pop up message like the one below, click OK. 
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Step 10: You are then taken to the IRS website. After reviewing the box that pops up, click “OK”.  
 

 
 

Step 11: The information that will be populated for you will be your name, last four of your Social Security 
Number, date of birth, and filing status you reported on the FAFSA.  
 

 
 

Step 12: Enter the EXACT address you used on your 2019 taxes. 
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Step 13: Once you have entered the information above, click “Submit.” 
If the information matches the IRS records, you will see the screen below. If the information does not match 
you will need to review and fix the information as needed. 

 
Step 14: Select the option “Transfer My Tax Information into the FAFSA.” Then select the “Transfer Now” 
button located on the right side. 
 

 
Step 15: You will be redirected back to the FAFSA application where your tax information is now filled in. You 
will know that it was a successful transfer when you see the box below on your screen. 
 

 
 

Step 16: Click next on the bottom of the page and answer any remaining questions you are asked for you as 
the student. Then if you are required to provide parental information on the FAFSA go back to step 4 and 
proceed with the remaining steps to transfer parent tax information. 
 


