Rochester Community and Technical College

Student Government

Constitution and By-laws
Updated: February 4, 2022
Rochester Community and Technical College
Student Government Constitution

ARTICLE T - NAME
The name of this organization shall be Rochester Community and Technical College (heremalicr

"RCTC™) Student Government,




ARTICLE IT - MISSION STATEMENT
RCTC Student Government is dedicated to hearing student concerns and ideas, advocating on behalf’
ol studenis al the local and state level, working with student clubs, and representing the student voice
to college administration,

ARTICLE I - PURPOSE
Seclion 1: Sludenl Govormmenl exisls as aninlegral parl o the Collepe's governance, It is the official
representative of the RCTC siudent body and represents the students’ rights and views to all RCTC
stakeholders.

Seclion 2 Studenl Governmenl approves the annual Student Life budget, annually sets and approves
the Student Lite fee, and approves all cxpenditures from the Student Lile fund balance,

Scelion 3: Student Government sets requirements for and govemsall studentclubs on campus, Student
Government is responsible lor approving new club charlers and forwarding approved charters for
approval by the College President.

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1: All students who are cnrolled in the College shall be enlilled (o vole in the Student Body
Elections and participate in Student Government.

Scetion 2: Student Government Officials shall consisl of
a. Executive Cabinet consisting of the Student President, Viee President/Senale President, and
Treasurer,
b. No more than 20 Student Senators (see Article VI).
¢ Appaintments by the Student Presidend.

Section 3 Studenl Govemment Officials must be a student at RCTC in good standing, as defined in
the Student Government By -laws, Arlicle], Sccetion 1.

section 4: All Student Senate seats shall have a term of one academic year. Executive Cabingt
terms shall run from commencement o commencemenl. Olher appointed Officials shall serve

terms set by the Stadent Prezident.

Section 5: RCTC Student Govenmment does not discriminate based on race, sex, color, creed,
religion, age, national origin, disabilily, marital stalus, slatus regarding public assistance, sexual
arientation, or membership or activity in a local commission as defined by law.

ARTICLE V- EXECUTIVE CABINET
Section 1: The Txccutive Cabinet of Studenl Government shall be the Student President, Vice
President, and Treasurer.

Section 2: The Exceulive Cabinet shall be clecled for a onc-year lerm by & majority of those voting
the Bpring General Election.

Scelion 3: The Student President shall:
a. Chair all Exceulive Cabinel and Cabinet/ Administration meatings.
b. Sec to the proper exceution of all motions passad by the Schale.
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Appoint students 1o scrve on campus-wide college committees upon request.

Maintain communications with LEAD MN and other Minnesola Stale Studenl Governments,
Meet with the Smdent Government Advisor and Administration throughout the term,
Perform a minimum of ten (10} office howr's por week.

Adlend, or designaic a Student Government Official to attend, LEAD MN Governing
Council/regional meetings. Attend LEAD MN's fall and spring General Assembly mectings,
and other meetings upon request. Reporl on these meciings (o the Sludent Senate,
{Coordinate all LEAD MN travel details including cvent regisirations for attendees. |, Actasa
liaison between the ECHO and Student Governiment,

Allend other college and community events to reprezent Student Government.

Work with the Student Goverment Advisor to train Student Govemment Officials |, Speak

at Cormnencement and other college related funclions as assigned,

Serve as ex-olficio, non-voling member of the Senate.
Serve as a member of the Student Life Finance Committee,

Section 4: The Yice President shall:
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Fulfill duties of the Student Presidentin the cventthe Student President leaves office or is
unavailable foran cxlended petiod.

Enlorce the Constitution and By-laws of Student Govemment.

Fnzure all Senate meetings follow Parliamentary Order (Robert's Rules).

Perform a minimum often {10} office hours per weele

Serve as s member of the Sludent Lile Finanee Comimitice,

Scrve as presiding olficer at all Student Senate meetings and serve as an ex-officio member
of the Scnate, non-voting except in the case of a tie vote.

Forward all legislation within two days of its passage to the Student Body President,

Call all meetings of the Student Scnale.

Assign the chairs and members of Student Senate committeesand maintain committee rostens.
other dutics as assigned by the Student President,

Section 5: The Treasurer shall:
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Coordinate with the Director of Student Lilc to cnsure accuracy of the Student Lite Budget.
Serve as cuslodian ol all financial records For the Student Senate.

Perform a minimum of five (5) officehours per week,

Serve as ex-ollicio, non-voting member of the Senate.

Other dutics as assigned by the Student President.

Section 6: All Student Government Officials will take the following Oath ot Office:

Y, (officer name} do solemnly swear (or affirm) that Ishedl faithjilly represent
the iterests of the Student Body of Rochester Community and Technical College,
theat Twill dutifielly uphold and preserve the Student Government Constitution,
and that I will faithfully execute the office of (name of office) for the (academic
year),”



ARTICLE VI - STUDENT SENATE
Section 1: The legislative power for the RCTC Student Body shall be vested in the Student Scnate.

Section 2: The Student Scnate shall be composed of no more than 20 Scnalors.

scction 30 Scnalors shall be apportioned among the colleges according to percentage of FYE
cnrollment,

Section 4. Student Senators shall be elected by their academic discipline constituents in the Fall
General Election.

Section 5: Student Senators shall:
a. Adlcnd all Sludenl Senate mestings and assigned Senate comnuittee meetings,
h. Review and vole on proposed molions made during Student Senate meetings,
c. Attend any agreed upon meetings and conforences, A Senator that docg not attend, or canccls
al ihe last moment, may berequired to reimburse Student Government in full,
d. Scrve on al least one Senale Committee.
g, Other duties as assigned by the Vice President.,

scction 6: The Senate shall elect officer positions from within its ranks as needed to conduct the
business of the Senate, Officers will be cleeted by simple majority of those present and voting,

Section 7: The Senate shall hold a special election for the spring semester if senate membership is
cqual to or less than 11 scnators

Section 8: All Senators will take the following Oath of Office:

f, foflicer name) do solemnaly swear (vraffirm) that Tshall faithfully represent
the interests of the Student Body of Rochester Community and Technival College,
that /will dutifelly uphold and preserve the Student Government Constitution,
and that T will faithfilly execule the office of (nume of office) for ihe (academic
year) "

ARTICLE VIT - REMOVAL OF OFFICIALS
Section 1: By a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Student Senate membership by secret hallot, and in
consullation with the Student Govemment Advisor, Student Government shall have the authority
to remove any Studenl Governmend Oflicial from membership Tor;
a, Disciplinary reasons,
b. Failure to perform duties as stated in the Constitution and By-laws.
¢, Nolonger a student in good standing,

Bection 2: A resolution to remove a Student Govemment Official shall first be discussed althe
Senate Govemment Operations Committee (See Article IT), at which time the Ofticial can address
the commitiee. I the resolution passes the conunittee, it will be forwarded to the full Senate for
consideration. The Official is permilied 1o address the Tull Senate reparding removal,



ARTICLE VI - MEETINGY
Section 1: The Student Senate shall meet on predetermined days throughout the months of September
through May. The Student President or Vice President may call special meetings when such meetings
are deemed necessary.

Scetion 2: The Fxecutive Cabinet shall meet:
a. Regularly, except on wecks in which the Student Senate meets.
b, Regularly with the President's T.cadership Team September through May.

Scetion 3: All Student Government mectings shall be open to the public,

Section 4; Parliamentary Authority; The most recent published edition of Robert's Rules of Onder
shall povern the Student Governiment in all cases lo which (hey arcapplicable and i which they ane
congistent with the Constitulion and By -laws of Student Govemment.

Section §; Quorum: One member more than half of the Student Senate voting membership shall
constilutc a guarum,

Section 6: All Excculive tnembers shall be non-voting members with exception of the Vice President
in a tied vote, in which they will be the tiebreaker.

ARTICLE IX - ADVISOR
Section 1: The Student Govemment Advisor shall be the Dircetor of Student Life.

a. The Student Government Advisor and/or their designee shall he present at all Studenl Scnate
and Executive Cabinet mectingg, and at L.EAD MN assemblies, conferences, t¢treats and
workshops as decmed appropriate.

b. The Siudent Government Advisor shall assistin yearly budget planning, training of Student
Government (Mficials, goal setling, and implementation of a yearly work plan. The student
Government Advisor shall carry out any duties delegated to them by (he Student
Governmend Constitution and By-laws, and serve as an effective link with the
adminisiration, faculty, staff, and the community,

Section 2: Student Government may chooseto appoint a Faculty Advisor. The Faculty Advisor for
the next academic year shall be selected by the Student Presidenl, in consultation with the Student
President-Elect, Faculty President, and College Administration prior to commencement. Chice
sclected, the Faculty Advisor shall servea tlerm of one academic year with no term limil.
a. The Smdent Governmenl Facully Advisar shall attend Executive Cabinel meetings, Student
Senate meelings, and scrve as a resource for Student Government Officials,

ARTICLE X - RCTC PRESIDENT'S AUTHORITY
The powers of the Studenl Governmenl are derived from Minn. Stal. 136F.22, Minnesota State
Policies 2.1, 2.3, ¢l al., and related procedwres. The Presidenl ol RCTC shall have powerto stay any
aclion of the Student Government as they are legally responsible for the conduct of the college. I the
President stays Student Govemment aclion, a conference shall be held within onc calendar week in
which the President and the members of the Student Governmiend discuss theissucs involved, I, after
the confercnee, the President still stays the action of the Student Government, then the President’s

aclion shall become tinal,




ARTICLE XT - METHOD OF DISSOLUTION
Scction 1: The RCTC Student Government maybe dissolved by vneormore ofthe following methods:

a. By alwo-thirds (2/3) vote of the student body,
b. Closingofthe College,

ARTICLE XII - METHOD OF AMENDMENT
Section 1 The Student Senale, by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the membership shall have the power to
amend this Constitution,
4. Amendments must be submitted in wriling and presented at least one (1) Student Senale
meeting in advance before it comes to a vole,
b, Proposed amendmenls must be publicly displayed for at least five (5) school days preceding
the meeting at which if comes o a vote.

Scction 2: Any Student Government Official may submit a proposal for an amendment.

Section 3. Any member of the student body may submit 4 proposal for an amendment to the Student
Scnale by presenlation of a petition in faver of the amendment which contains the signatures of at
least five (5) percent of student FYE at RCTC. The proposal must be reviewed and voted on within
60 days by Student Senate.

Rochester Community and Technical College
Student Government By-laws

ARTICLE T - QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
Scetion 1: Student Government Officials must be, and remain, a student in good standing at Rochester

Communityand Technical College (RCTC). The definition ofa studentin good standingis as follows:
a. Stmdents must carry a minimum of three (3) credit hours at the beginning ol a term and may
not drop below three (3) credit hours during the term.
b. Students must carry at leasta 2.0 comulative grade point average.

Section 2: Students must not have been previously removed from Student Government,

section 3: Speeial circumstances for membership will be addressed by Studenl Govermment amd will
need a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senale lor approval.

Scetion 4: The following qualification applies to Executive Cabinet and Senator positions:
a. Students must submil an intent-to-run form to the Department of Student Lilc pursuant to the
Spring and Fall General Flection Timclines,

ARTICLE HI - STUDENT SENATE COMMITTIEES
Section 1: Standing Commiltces of the Student Senate shall consist of?

4. Student Life Finance: Sce Arlicle IV.

b. Govemment Operations: This commitice will oversee any proposed constitution or by Jaw
amendments, elections, Student Governmenl O[ficials' disciplinary mestings, student
government structures and processes. Special initiatives will be decided upon by the
commitice cach year,




¢. Health and Wellness: This committee will work to ensure students are aware of available
resources to them on campus reganding health, Special initiatives will be decided upon by the
committes each year.

d. Campus Safcly: This committee will work to enswe students arc aware of, and provide input
on, issucs impacting campus safety and security. Special iniliatives or projects will be decided
upon by the committes sach vear.

Section 2! All Senale Committee meetings are open, but ouly Senators are cligible to vote.

Scetion 3: Ad-hoc committees can be ercaled by vote of the Senate and shall function in the capacity
forwhich they were desigmed. Ad-hoe committees shall be automatically dissolved upon submission
of their final reports or canclusion of the academic year.

Scclion 4: The Viee President shall appoint all Senatlc commilice members,

ARTICLE Ii - CLUBS
Seciion 1: Any group of students wishing to form a ¢lub must sceure a charter from the Student Senale
and thc approval of the College President before the ¢lub can be officially recognized.

Section 2: To sccurc such an approval for a charter, a proposed club must meet the following
requircimenis;

a. Statc a purpose for the club which will benefit the College and does not advocate

discrimmation or violence of any kind.

b. Identify a faculty advisor. Club advisors are responsible for ensuring the ¢lub operates in a
manner consistent with all laws and regulalions, as well as all applicable Minnesota Stale
Colleges and Universities or RCTC policics and procedures,

Submit and present a club constilution to Student Senate for approval.

A minimum of five (5) active student members in the group at the time of pelitioning.

¢. Iftheclubisalliliatcd with anystate ornational organization, the allfiliated constitution(s) and
the terms of atfiliation forthe club must be filed with the constitution,

R

Section 3: Only club members may choosc advisors, with the support of College Administration. Club
advizors may not transfer thair advisor role between colleagues.

Scclion 4: A simple majority vote of the Student Senate ghall be required to recommend approval o
a charter, The Student Vice President shall notily the President ot the College of its charter
recommendation. The College President will consider the Student Senate's recommendation and
either approve or deny il with comment. It approved by the President, the Student Senate shall then

15sue the charler.

Section 5: The Student Senate will suspend (he charter of'any club for due canse:
a. If for 14 monihs an active membership roll dees not include a mindmum of five (5) stadents.

b. If for 14 months an organization has not actively attempled lo [ulfill its stated puipose.
¢. Il ihe club has acted in a manner contrary to its stated purposcs or hag brought discredit to the
college.



Section 6: Denial or revocation ot a charier or probationary status for a club shallnot beused as a
device for censorship.

Section 7; All chartered clubs, or the club advisor as appropriate, shall be respansible tor:
4. Submitting an annual non-personncl opcrating budget request for the next fiscal year by the
date set forth by the Student Life Finance Commitice.
b. Submilling club status reports each semester as requested by the Depariment of Student Life.

Section &: Student Lite tundsshall be distributed to the clubs per the Student Lite Finance Policics
and Procedures.

ARTICLE IV - STUDENT LIFE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Section |: The composition ol the Student Life Finance Committee shall consist of the Student

‘Treasurer as chair and a non-voting member, Siudent President, Vice President, four (4} Scnators, the
OfMice of Student Life, and the Business Oftice. Only student members of the cormmittee shall have
voling powcr.

Section 2: Duties of the committce:
a4. To approveall expenditures trom the Siudenl Lilc Fund Balance.
b. To develop a Student Life budget, including a Student Life fee recommendation for the
following ycar, and to appropriate funding to the Student Tife cost conters.
I The Student Lite budget (hat is adopted by the committee shall be presented to the Sludent
Senate and sent to the RCTC President for fmal approval,
¢. Il enrollment ot revenue projections are not met, the Student Lile Budget shall be adjusted by
the Student Lilc Finance Committee, Adjustment recommendations must be approved by the
Collcge President and (he Student Senate,

ARTICLE ¥V - METHOD OF AMENDMENT
Section 1: Student Senale, by a simple majority vote ofthe membership shall havethe power lo amend

these By-laws.
4. Amendments must be submitted in writing and presented at least one (1) Student Senate
meeling in advance before it comes to a vote,
b. Proposcd amendments must be publicly displayed for at least five (5) school days preceding
the meeting at which it comes o a vole.

Seclion 2: Any member of the Student Body may submit a proposed amcndment for consideration
by the Student Scnate through presentation of a petition in favor of the amendment that contains the
gignatures of at least five (5) percent student FYE at RCTC.

ARTICLE VI - ACTIVATION
Thig Constitution and By -luws, upon ratification, shall become effective on May 10, 2018,
following Commencement, All policice and regulations adopted by previous Student
Governments remain in effect unless they are inconsisicnl with this Constitution and By -laws.

Constitation and By-laws ratified on March 13, 2015,
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Student Preside IoscphLaudm Date
4ﬁ >\ A
Date

RCTC President, Dr) Jeflery S. Boyd

¥i¥ith the presentation of this constitution, md pursuant (o Minnesots Stale Palicy 2.1, part 3, the College President hereby
recognizes the ROTC Stadend Giovernment as the official representative of the students.






