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Rochester Community and Technical College Voter Engagement Plan

Developed by: Samantha Herrick
Approved by RCTC Student Government Executive team on July 30th, 2024

	Executive Summary:



[bookmark: _Hlk177988528]This nonpartisan democratic engagement action plan was developed by Rochester Community and Technical College in Rochester Minnesota for the 2024/2025 academic year. The purpose of this action plan is to increase nonpartisan democratic engagement and student voter registration, education, and turnout in the 2024 election. The goals for Rochester Community and Technical College for the 2024 election are to spread awareness about the importance of voting, how to/where to/when to vote, increase voter turnout for RCTC students, and empower RCTC students to advocate for their rights and others both on and off campus.

	Leadership:



Our leadership team includes the following campus groups, departments, and individuals:

· Samantha Herrick- Student Life Coordinator
· Lexi Fernandez- Student Engagement Specialist
· RCTC Student Government
· Other departments as desired/needed

	Commitment:



Rochester Community and Technical College mission is to “empowers students to thrive in an ever-changing, diverse society by providing access to exceptional education”. By creating diverse programming that engages students across campus our hope is that students will see the impact their voice can have and will thus increase their commitment to advocate for themselves and others through the power of voting. 

The Rochester Community and Technical College community is committed to providing students with nonpartisan democratic engagement through Student Life programming, guest speakers, campus wide emails, and readily available voter information located on the RCTC Student Life home page.
	Landscape:



Rochester Community and Technica College is a two-year public community college located in southern Minnesota that was founded in 1915.

Our campus demographic is as follows:

Rochester Community and Technical College serves 5,195 students with 63% of students being part time and only 37% of students being full time.

Rochester Community and Technical college is a diverse campus that serves students throughput the greater southern Minnesota region and beyond:
· Asian – 5%
· Hispanic – 8%
· American Indian/Alaska Native – 0%
· Nonresident Alien – 1%
· Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander – 0%
· Not Reported/Unknown – 3%
· Black or African American – 14%
· Two or More Races – 4%
· Caucasian – 65%

Rochester Community and Technical College has authorized the National Study of Learning, Voting, and Engagement (NSLVE) and has received campus voting data for the 2022 election. Our NSLVE authorization runs through 2033. This data helps the RCTC community to better understand their voter turnout and where increased efforts can be made. 

Voting, Registration and Rates:
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By Race/Ethnicity: 
The arrow to the right of each bar represents the relevant national averages.
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By Age Group: 
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By Gender: 
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By Enrollment Status
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Voting Method:
Outer ring represents national levels and the inner ring shows RCTC voter methods. 
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Rochester Community and Technical College participated in the following initiatives to support the development and implementation of our nonpartisan democratic engagement efforts on campus:  National Voter Registration Day (2024); National Voter Education Week (2024). 


	Goals:



Our institution’s nonpartisan democratic engagement goals are to:

· Increase student voter turnout rate to 41% in 2024 and 45% in 2026.
· Increase student voter registration rate to 75% in 2024 and 80% in 2026.
· Add voter registration materials to new and transfer student orientation events for fall 2025.
· Hold a minimum of two voter engagement events per academic year.

	Strategy:



Events:
In hopes of increasing voter turnout/registration Rochester Community and Technical college has held/will be holding the following events: 
· Sept. 11th- Olmstead County Speaker: how to register, laws and regulations, etc. Trivia and swag give away!
· Sept. 17th – National Voter Registration Day: What Floats Your Vote: Root beer floats handed out by Student Government with information regarding voter registration. (Appendix A)
· Oct. 30th- Get Out ‘N Vote event: hosted by Student Government and Student Life. 
· Ongoing voter registration tabling for both fall and spring semester (Appendix B)
· April 2nd – Student Government and Student Life will partner to host a Why Voting Matters event 
Campus Wide Communication: 
· A campus wide email solely devoted to voter information was sent on September 13th to all 5,195 RCTC students (Appendix C) 
· A campus wide email solely devoted to the importance of voting will be sent on March 12th (Appendix D)

In addition, the Student Life home page continues to share important links about voting.

Housing List: 
Housing lists for all students with local addresses (i.e. Rochester addresses) were sent to the Olmsted County Election Office before each election. This year a housing list was sent on July 26th and October 15th
	Evaluation:



We will evaluate our action plan in the following ways:

· Rochester Community and Technical College will use the National, Study of Learning, Voting, and Engagement to evaluate the increase of student voting by comparing our campus voter turnout and voter registration rates to past elections to measure progress on increasing both.
· Student Life will track attendance at voter engagement events to determine which events are most successful and thus reaching a larger audience.
· At the end of the academic year Student Life hopes to create Mentee that allows students to provide input on how they feel about voting and what their takeaways are from the voter engagement programming they participated in throughout the year. 


	Reporting:



Rochester Community and Technical College will share the Voter Engagement Action Plan on our Student Life page along with the NSLVE report. Student Affairs in particular will be notified of the report once completed but all faculty, staff and students will have access to the full report.
























Appendix A: 
Sticker used on the cups for Float Your Vote event
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Flier for Float Your Vote Event:
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Appendix B: 
Flier used at tabling events throughout the fall/spring semester 
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Appendix C: 
Fall registration emails sent Friday Sept. 13th, 2024
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Appendix D:

Subject: Why Your Vote Matters
Dear RCTC Students, 
I hope this message finds you well. Though we are not currently in the midst of an election season, I wanted to take a moment to remind you of the powerful role your vote plays in shaping the future of our communities and our country. Voting is more than just a civic duty—it's an opportunity to make your voice heard and to influence the decisions that affect our daily lives.
Here are a few reasons why your vote truly matters:
1. It Determines the Future: Elections have a direct impact on everything from local policies to national laws. Whether it's education, healthcare, infrastructure, or the economy, the candidates we choose will make decisions that affect us all. Your vote helps to steer the direction of these decisions.
2. It Amplifies Your Voice: In a democracy, every individual has the right to participate in shaping the government. Voting is one of the most powerful ways to express your opinion on the issues that matter most to you. When you vote, you're contributing to a collective voice that reflects the diversity of our society.
3. It Holds Elected Officials Accountable: Voting allows us to hold our leaders responsible for their actions and policies. If you're unhappy with how things are going, your vote is a tool to either support candidates who represent your values or change the leadership to better reflect your needs.
4. It Strengthens Democracy: The strength of our democracy relies on the participation of its citizens. When more people vote, the government more accurately represents the will of the people. By voting, you're helping ensure that democracy remains vibrant and inclusive.
5. It Makes a Difference in Close Elections: In many races, especially at the local level, elections are decided by just a handful of votes. Your vote could be the one that tips the balance, leading to changes in policies that directly affect your life and the lives of those around you.
To stay up to date on voting policies and upcoming elections in Minnesota as well as to access voter registration forms visit The Secretary of State website. 
Voting is not just a right—it's a responsibility we all share in making our voices heard.
Let’s make our vote count.
Best regards,
1

image3.png
Total Student Enraliment
Age under 18/Unknown

IPEDS estimated nonresident aliens
Datasource

FERPA records biocked

Non-Degree Seeking Students

Total eligbie voters

Number ofstudents who registered
Number of students who voted
Registration Rate %

Voting Rate of Registered Students %

Voting Rate %

a

[

3106
1282,
&

@

482

]

ana)
3663
2503

1578

483

E

384

3000

20182022
Change

3 s
+ 2

Far

3 10
Fa




image4.png
12% 38% 46% 21%

2014 2018 2020 2022
Asian

2014 2018 2020 2022

AMERICAN INDIAN
 ALASKAN NATIVE

13% 3% 47% 19%

2014 2018 2020 2022
BLACK

1% 3% ST 28%

<
<

2014 2018 2020 2022 2014 2018 2020 2022

HISPANIC NATIVE HAWAIIAN /
PACIFIC ISLANDER

23% 43% S8% 24%

2014 2018 2020 2022

TWO OR MORE
RACES

28% 46% 70% 46k

2014 2018 2020 2022
WHITE




image5.png
Enrolled Voted  Rate (%) Enrolled Voted Rate(¥) Enrolled Vored  Rate (%) Enrolled Voted  Rate (%)

Asian w07 4 m| w7 37 23 e 45 15 @ 2
American Indian/

Alaska Native e - 4 @ o 4 = B 4o B .
Black s 71 13 4 154 33 S8 243 45 4 8 18
Hispanic s 3% 14 ;11 3 37 9 s 2 s 28
Native Hawailan/ R )
Pacific llander

ZorMoreRaces 151 34 2| 1% 76 43 18 %2 s 131 2 24
White 3858 109 28 2539 1161 45 2599 1807 69 2165 %94 45

Race Unknown 2 w2 - S 2 s s 2 %




image6.png
1821

22

2529

3039

4049

2014 2018 2020 2022
22% 41% 63% 39%
16% 40% 60% 30%
21% 39% 57% 32%
28% 48% 63% 35%
37% 50% 71% 48%
57% 63% 83% 63%




image7.png
2014 2018 2020 222
Envolled  Voted Rate(¥) Enolled  Voted Rate(%) Enrolled  Voted Rate(¥) Enrolled  Voted Rate(%)

Female 3097 o1 ECI 956 2 230 1 o 208 769 Bl

Male 1952 an E e s s 1w %03 @ an ®




image8.png
Fulltime 20 a2 23 10 72 @ 169 107 6 1412 sl6 3%

Parttime 3007 790 26 1503 8ss a4 2217 13 63 18m 7 3




image9.png
By Voting Method M Notinperson Ml Eartyvote M in-person [ Other W provisional Ml Unknown





image10.png




image11.png
WHAT FLOATS YOUR

NATIONAL VOTER
REGISTRATION
DAY

Step 1: Check your registration status

Step 2: Not registered to vote?
No biggie! Register to vote today

Step 3: Find your polling place!

OfEsA 0
m;%:ﬂg
MAKE YOUR
VOICE HEARD!

e Main Campus

Atrium:
10:30-11:30am

e Heintz Center:
12-1pm





image12.png
MAKE YOUR VOICE

Step 1: Check your
registration status

Step 2: Not registered to vote?
No biggie! Register to vote today

[
L TR T
R
¥

Step 3: Find your polling place!
Take A Look At What A

D0 Ballot Looks Like:
izlﬁ' bt s

~1

FIND YOUR HIVE. GET CONNECTED.





image13.png
National Voter Registration Day

Tuesday, September 17th is National Voter Registration Day. Are you prepared to be a voter’

Step 1: Check your registration. If you've never voted in Minnesota, have recently moved, have recently
changed your name or haven't voted in more than four years, you will need to register (o vote.

Step 2: Register, if necessary. This process takes just a few minutes and can be done on your phone,
computer, or on paper. Although you can register at the polls on Election Day in Minnesota, avoid the lines
and save time by doing it now.

Step 3: Check out your ballot and start t

2024 is a big election year, with three statewide elections including a presidential election. March 5, 2024
was the Presidential Nomination Primary, August 13, 2024 was the General Election Primary, and November
5 is the General Election. Don't miss your chance to participate!

inking about your votes.

Minnesota has been #1 in the country in voter participation for the last three out of the last four elections.
Help us get back to #1 in 2024. Be a voter. Encourage your family and friends to do the same.

If you have other voting-related questions, visit mavotes gov.
Additional support material:

» Let's Get Ready to Vote video, also available in Hmong, Somali and Spanish,

+ How to Vote factsheet, Reinforce the email message with information in employee lounges. Print yourself
or order bulk quantities free of charge; available in 11 languages.
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