
 
 
  

Access Your Digital Textbooks 
Overview 

 
Electronic textbooks can be set up in several different ways:   

• Inclusive Access – You do not need to purchase the ebook at the bookstore.  You have instant access to your course 
materials through D2L Brightspace. An automatic inclusive access charge is added to your student account when you 
register for the course.  This option is available for the major publishers:  Pearson, McGraw, and Cengage. If you 
choose not to use Inclusive Access, you must opt-out.   
 

• RedShelf or VitalSource – You will purchase an access code at the bookstore.  Be sure to save your receipt with the 
access code.  You will use the bookstore website to register for the ebook.  You will then be able to access the book 
through the bookstore website or through D2l. 

 
• Other – Some professors provide their own link and registration process within D2L Brightspace.  

 
To determine how to access your ebook, you can look at:  

• Your bookstore receipt - If it is RedShelf or VitalSource, it should say so on the receipt. 
• Your course syllabus – The professor should indicate if it is Inclusive Access. 
• E-services – On the course registration page, it shows the textbooks needed for the class and how they are being 

accessed.  Here are some examples.  
 

Inclusive Access  RedShelf / VitalSource 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



  Access Your Digital Textbooks 
Inclusive Access – Pearson or McGraw 

 
Pearson and McGraw publishers have a similar set up.  Your professor will provide a link to obtain an access code.   You will 
use that access code to register for the ebook.  Your student account will be charged for the ebook once you have 
registered it.   
 
Example - Pearson 
If you wish to use inclusive access  
follow these instructions in the order 
listed.   
1)  Course Registration instructions.  

This is a document explaining the 
process. 

 
 

2) Get Code Here  A pop up window will display an access code.  Copy the whole code. 
3) Pearson – This is a link to the 

Pearson Registration process 

 
 

 
Click ‘Open MyLab & 
Mastering’  
 

 
 

Click ‘Access Code’ 

 
 

Paste the access code you got 
in step 2 
 
Press finish  
 
 

 
Continue the registration process from here 

4)  MyLab and Mastering Course Home After you have registered, this is the link you will use for the rest of the 
semester to access your content   

If you want to opt-out  
Go to MyLab and go to the course 
home.  Click on the opt-out link.   

 

 
Pearson support:  https://support.pearson.com/getsupport/s/contactsupport 
 
 

https://support.pearson.com/getsupport/s/contactsupport


 
  
Access Your Digital Textbooks 
Inclusive Access – Cengage 

 
For Cengage, you do not need a key to register.  You should be able to access the course from the link provided within D2L.  
Your student account will be automatically charged for Inclusive Access when you register for the class.  You will receive an 
email from the bookstore telling you of the charge.  If you do not want to use Inclusive Access, you must ‘opt out’.   
 
Sample E-mail 

 
 
Example – D2L Brightspace 
You should see something like this on the D2L Brightspace Content tab 
 

 

Use the WebAssign Course Link whenever you want to go to 
Cengage.  This is the link to use whether you choose Inclusive Access 
or not.   
 
If you choose not to use Inclusive Access, click on the RedShelf Opt-
out Link.  You will be responsible for setting up a different payment 
option for Cengage.   
 
 

 
 
Cengage support:  https://www.cengage.com/coursepages/RCTC_CengageProducts 
 
 

https://www.cengage.com/coursepages/RCTC_CengageProducts


 Access Your Digital Textbooks 
RedShelf or VitalSource 

 
If your textbook is listed as RedShelf or VitalSource, you will go to the RCTC bookstore website to gain access.   
 

 
Start by navigating to the RCTC Bookstore’s 
website and log in to your bookstore account. 
 

 

If you have not created a login for the 
Bookstore, you will need to do so.  Use your 
RCTC email when creating your account. 
 
Note:  This account is not connected to any of 
your other RCTC accounts.  If you change your 
password for your email account, it will not be 
updated here.  It is important that you 
remember the password you entered here so 
that you can access your account later.   
 

 

 

 

Enter the access code that is printed on your 
bookstore receipt. 
 
 

 

You will see a picture of the book.  
Select ‘Access Content’ and click on the image 
of the book.  Click on the ‘Start Reading’ button.   
 
 

Another page should pop up with a 20-digit access code for your class.  
This is the code you will use on the publisher’s website. 

Go back to D2L Brightspace and click on the 
link provided by your instructor 

When asked for an acess code, paste the code you copied in the previous 
step. 

 
 
 
 
 


